on their teachers. Anyone wanting to get
in touch with a certain teacher contacts
the Kolkata co-coordinators, There are
many ways in which one can participate,
Time. This is perhaps the alumni's nicest
gesture, A former student can call up a
teacher. fix up a time and drop in at her
house just for a chat to take care of odd
jobs. Or they might decide to meet up ocea-
sionally and go for picnic and movies

“The generation gap seems to have van-
ished and the relationship is now more
like between friends than that between a
teacher and a student,” says a retired
teacher, who requested her name be kept
out of the media, when asked how she
feels about the initiative,

Alumni settled abroad also pitch in by
calling up regularly and following up with
personal visits upon geturning to the city,
Specialisations. Former students chip in
with skills they use for a living. If a teach-
er needs an orthopaedic doctor. for
Instance. that information will be shared
on the website. Officially recognised by the
Guinness Book of World Records in 1992
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as “the largest educational institute in the
world” because of the sheer number of
students, South Point alumni are lucky to
count among themselves almost every
sort of professional expert. It is usually
only a matter of hours before a volunteer
is found to address a specific need.

“Some of our students are now well-
known doctors and it takes months to get
an appointment from them. But [ get one
easily,” says a retired teacher with pride.
Il a doctor cannot make It, he taps his
peer circle to find a substitute. Care coor-
dinators enhance the entire process.

Some doctors offer discounts on check-
ups and treatment bills for their teachers
in hospitals they are associated with. One
student, who runs a chemist shop in
South Kolkata, ensures that medicines are
home-delivered at a discount to teachers
who need them. Another. who works for a
logistics firm, gives discounts to the teach-
ers when they send anything by courier.
Money. Though no funds are accepted
from men-FPointers, Care plans to build a
corpus that can be used to meet the finan-

EX-POINTERS

Alumni of South Point School, Kolkata,
engaged in a Freewheeling sdda session with
their retired teachers in a city café
“Most of us lead busy pro-
fessional lives. But when

it comes to meeting our
teachers, we seem to find
time. We enjoy the experi-
ence as much as they do.”

cial and medical needs of teachers, il any.
For many who cannot be physically pres-
ent, this provides an opportunity to con-
tribute. A former teacher and her hus-
band. who had gone on a vacation, dis-
covered that their bookings and pavments
had already been taken care of It was
only later that they found it was a surprise
gift [rom a former student.

Other fund-raising options are also being
explored. A reunien dinner has been host-
ed to collect funds. Alse, as most of the
stuff posted on the website makes for inter-
esting reading, there is a plan is to compile
it into a coffee-table book, the proceeds of
the sales of which will go to Care.
Replicate this. While alumni contribu-
tions are a major support for most institu-
tions, the Care initiative stands out
because of the emotional investment it
calls for. The rest—raising funds, giving
discounts or gifts—follows naturally from
the rejuvenation of the old bonds between
teachers and students,

While most of us nurture fond memo-
ries of school. not too many consider “giv-
ing back” to the teachers who bestowed
the basic skills that make us prolessionals
and entrepreneurs today. As the South
Point alumni effort shows, it can be a
rewarding experience for all the parties
involved. (See To Sir, With Love for tips.)

As the adda session at the coffee shop
draws to a close, good-byes and see-you-
soons are sprinkled with hugs and kisses.
The next meeting is fixed

Chirtmar sums up the experience: “We
look forward to these meetings. Not only
are they great fun, they also make us
realise that there's still a lot we can learn
from our teachers. The only dilference
from school days is that we are not scolded
for talking in class!” 0
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